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The Committee on Ed ucation met at I: 30 p.m. on Monday,
Apri l 10 , 2006 , i n Roo m 1 5 25 o f t he St a t e Cap i t o l , L i nc o l n ,
Nebraska, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on
the confirmation of Steven Titus to the Nebraska Educational
Telecommunications Commission. Senators p resent: Ron
R aikes, Chairperson; Patrick B ourne; G wen How ard; G ai l
Kopplin; Ed Schrock; and Elaine S tuhr. Sen ators absent:
Dennis Byars, Vice Chairperson; and Vickie McDonald.

C O FIRMATIO H E ARI G 0
DR ST E E T I TUS 0

EBRASKA EDUCAT 0 AL
TELECOMMU ICATIO S COM ISSIO

SENATOR RAIKES: Stand by for just a moment, we' ll open the
hearing and get this underway

STEVEN TITUS: (via telephone) Great.

SENATOR RAIKES: G o od morning. Th i s is ..

STEVEN TITUS: G ood morning.

SENATOR RAIKES: . ..welcome to this hearing of the Education
Committee of the Nebraska Legislature. This par ticular
hearing is fo r t he specific purpose of considering the
confirmation of Dr. Steven Titus as a new m ember of the
N ebraska Educational T elecommunications Commission. You
h ave materials b efore yo u reg arding D r . Titus an d h is
qualifications for th is position. I n t h e wa y o f
p re l i m i n a r i e s , Dr . Ti t us , I ' l l men t i on t o y ou , t he memb e r s
of the committee, we have Senator Pat Bourne from Omaha, who
is not her e yet this morn ing; Se nator G ail Kopplin of
G retna, who is here; Senator Elaine Stuhr of B radshaw, w h o
is here but is sitting in the wrong spot (laughter). She is
the legal counsel, she claims.

SENATOR STUHR: W h o's sitting here?

SENATOR RAIKES: Oh , t h at's me (laughter). I w a s in the
wrong spot, too, but I'm...t
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SENATOR HOWARD: (Laughter) And I don't even have a name.

SENATOR RAIKES: And, by the way, Senator Pat Bourne has
just arrived, so he is on patrol. I am Ron Rai kes. I
represent District 25 in east Lincoln. Senator Dennis Byars
is the V ice C hair o f t he committee, but he's not here.
Senator Vickie McDonald from St. Paul is a me mber o f the
committee who's not here. Senator Gwen Howard from Omaha is
here, as is Senator Ed Schrock from Elm Creek. An d our
committee clerk whom y ou' ve already talked t o is Kri s
Valentin. So, wit h tha t i n troduction, what we' ll do is
we' ll have a statement from you regarding this appointment,
and we' ll subject you to cross-examination by members of the
committee. Then after t h at, we' ll entertain proponent
testimony, opponent testimony, neutral testimony, and at
that point, close the hearing. So, to move on, Dr. Titus,
please tell us a little bit about yourself and wh y you' re
interested in this appointment.

STEVEN T I T US: (Exhibit 1) Yeah, thank you. Well, first,
I'd like to just thank the committee for th e nom ination.
I 'm in the Ft. Meyer airport at the moment and on the way
back to Omaha. But I currently serve a s president of
Midland Lutheran College. I' ve held that role since 2002,
and my background...I think you can see from my resume has
been in higher education and in law. And my passions really
are ar ound t he (inaudible) side o f organizations and
leadership, so I' ve spent a great deal of time attending to
those matters to in clude developing and gr owing my own
leadership. One, I'm interested in the commission. I think
i t ' s a wonderful opportunity to rea lly...to connect to
learning. And there's a direct link between what I do and
what the commission is about. And it is about growing good
citizens, using technology to work and grow the community
and to connect us to each other, which leads to an educated
work force and to a stronger community. And so I just see a
real strong opportunity and link between what my profession
is in higher education, and in education generally and using
the tools and te chnology that w e hav e to stre ngthen
(inaudible) that.

SENATOR RAIKES: Okay, Do ctor. Any q uestions from the
committee'? Senator Howard has one.

SENATOR HOWARD: Well, not really a question. I thought
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your name lo oked fa miliar. I gradu at ed fro m Nid l and
Lutheran College undergraduate and hav e b een back there
since. And so, I'm glad you' re running for this office.

STEVEN TITUS: Thank you. And you and I have met, actually,
when you were on campus and spoke to, I can't remember which
group it was, but...or at least were introduced, I think, to
t he g r o u p.

S ENATOR HOWARD: Oh , well, thank you for re membering t ha t .
T hank y o u .

STEVEN TITUS : Ye s .

SENATOR RA IKES : Any oth er questions? Doctor, I guess I
would have one. G iven the difficulty we had of arranging
thxs hearing around y our sc hedule, are you going to have
tame to serve on this commission?

STEVEN TITUS: Yes. T h at's a great question (laugh). And I
just laugh be cause t his yea r has b een particularly
c hal l e n g i n g j ust b eca u s e w e g o t a ma j o r ( i naud i b l e ) cam p a i g n
going on and that really winds up this summer. A nd so I do
f ee l t h a t I wi l l h av e t h e t i me t o c om mi t t o t h e c o m m i s s io n .

SENATOR RAIKES: Okay . Any other qu e stions from the
committee? Senator Stuhr has one.

SENATOR S TUHR: Yes , D r. Titus, what do you see as one of
the challenges that you will be facing as a member of thi s
commxssxon?

STEVEN TI.US: Oh , good question. I have no idea to be
quate honest. I mean, I guess I really hadn't thought about
that challenge. I mean, you know, I 'm relatively ne w to
Nebraska. I mean , I' ve been here for four years so, you
know, I ' m s t i l l l e a r n i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l l an d s c a pe a l i t t l e
bit and le arning some of th e iss ues so that might be a
challenge for me, I suppose. But I haven't found a who le
lot of ch allenges, I guess, in that regard. I think that,
you know, people generally are, you know, pretty interested
in working with each other and so I look forward to just to
learning a little bit more about, you know, what some of the
issues are in the state, I guess.
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SENATOR STUHR: Oka y, thank you for you r w illingness to
serve .

STEVEN TITUS: Ye s , t h an k y ou .

SENATOR RA IKES : An y other questions? Okay . We l l , that
wil l co n c l u d e o ur o p en i n g s e ct i on o f t h e h e a r i n g t h en . I s
there any proponent testimony? Any opponent testimony? Any
neutral testimony? O kay. Be fore I close the hearing then,
I ' ll just offer this comment. I 'm pleased that y o u wer e
able to meet with us over the phone. I will tell you that
f rom my viewpoint, my vote had we not b een a ble to mee t
would hav e been ag ainst confirmation. I think it ' s
critically important that thxs take place and so that's not
particularly d i rected at you , but it 's d ire cted at the
p rocess .

STEVEN TITUS: Ye s .

SENATOR RAIKES: And so, again, I'm pleased that you were
able to meet with us, and thank you...

STEVEN TI TUS : Ye s , s i r . Th a n k s .

S ENATOR R A I K E S : . . .thank you for doing that and for being
willing to serve. Okay, that will close the hearing on the
confirmation of Dr. Tit us for th e Neb r aska E ducation
Telecommunications Commission.

Com ittee ClerkC hairp e r s o n


